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service provision and so onis adifficultand necessarytask. Itis
the basis of much design. Inthe last resort, however, itisajour-
neyman’stask. Plans can be generated by computerin many
instances given aset of rules. Poetry and delight are the task of
the masterand arise from self-imposed necessities. Itisalso
the solution of the problems which we have set ourselves which
producesthe greatestagonies and delights of design.



Right

Renzo Piano Building
Workshop, Beyelar
Foundation Museum,
Basel, Switzerland 1993-97

Witnesses

The sameissue ofthe Architectural Review —December 1997 —
whichillustrates the Bilbao Guggenheim also devotes space
totheart gallery forthe Ernst Beyeler collection designed by
the Renzo Piano Building Workshop on the edge of Basle in
Switzerland. The architecturally controlling elementis the roof
plane. Thisisa 1500 mm (5 ft) deep layer which consists of per-
forated metal, operable louvres and structural glass. Above it
are white glass louvres diffusing light. Renzo Piano had previ-
ously given greatimportancetotheroofinthe museumforthe
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